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Alex has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Alex has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Alex Q. Newmaster for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LAFAYETTE
LITTLE LEAGUE TEAM

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the achievements of the La-
fayette Little League team. This group of
young men embarked on a journey at the be-
ginning of this summer that took them over
2,000 miles and ended at the Little League
World Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

This team won the Louisiana State cham-
pionship in August. They then won the South-
west Regional title in Waco, Texas. And then
they inspired millions of Americans with two
heart-stopping come-from-behind wins en
route to the semifinals of the U.S. bracket of
the Little League World Series.

Their success on the field earned these
“Comeback Cajuns” a finish in this country’s
top four and the world’s top eight teams.
When they were eliminated from competition
by Ewa Beach, Hawaii—which eventually
claimed the world championship—the squad
was one of only five teams still alive out of
over 70,000 that began Little League
postseason play.

These twelve young men exemplify the
ideals of Little League Baseball—character,
courage, and loyalty. | honor them today for
their superb play on the field and their magnifi-
cent sportsmanship.

Andrew Stevenson, Connor Toups, Andreas
Duplantis, Sam Scofield, Patrick Foreman,
Ryan Bergeron, Jace Conrad, Brenn Conrad,
Tyler Douglas, Jordan Romero, Alex Stringer,
and Alex Miller.

And their coaches,
Toups, and Ken Douglas.

| am proud of the way they represented our
State, our hometown, and themselves.

———

THE PASSING OF ERIKA HILLS

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
personal sorrow that | come to the floor of the
House to remember my friend Erika Hills, who
died tragically in an automobile accident in
Napa Valley on August 17th. Today, her family
and friends are gathering in Grace Cathedral
in San Francisco to mourn her passing. | ex-
tend my deepest sympathy to her husband
Austin, her sons Austin and Justin, her father
Dr. Max Brunar, and her siblings Dieter
Mascen and Eva Pongraz of Graz, Austria.
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Her death leaves a void in our lives but her
bright light will remain in our hearts forever.

A home design expert, she had owned an
antique shop in St. Helena, California. Her
husband Austin Hills is a founder and partner
in Napa Valley’s Grgich Hills Cellar in Ruther-
ford, California, and a descendent of the Hills
Bros. Coffee family.

Erika’s exuberance was contagious and ele-
vated all the causes she championed. She
and her husband were active supporters of the
arts; the San Francisco Symphony, the San
Francisco Opera and the Museum of Modem
Art. She was generous with her time and her
resources and dedicated herself to helping
people less fortunate than she.

Erika served on numerous boards and vol-
unteered in many charitable organizations. Her
support extended from the cultural life of the
San Francisco Bay Area to Roots of Peace,
an international humanitarian organization that
works to eradicate land mines, returning the
land to agricultural use.

Most recently she served on the advisory
council of the Land Trust of Napa County, Cal
Performances in Berkeley, and the Seven Te-
pees Youth Program that helps underprivi-
leged children with their education. She and
her husband were founding members of the
Copia center for wine and food in Napa.

Erika will be missed by all of us fortunate
enough to have been touched by her life. Her
joy, her generosity, as well as her concern for
children around the world, will long be remem-
bered by all who knew her.

I know | speak for all my constituents when
| extend condolences to Austin, Austin Jr. and
Justin  for their heartbreaking loss. My
thoughts and prayers and those of my hus-
band Paul and the entire Pelosi family are with
her loved ones at this sad time.

———

JEWISH COMMUNITY SUPPORT
FOR ISRAEL’S DISENGAGEMENT

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
just before we adjourned, the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council of Greater Boston
issued a very thoughtful statement in support
of the disengagement by Israel from the Gaza
Strip, and the dismantling by the Israeli gov-
ernment of Israeli settlements in that area.

Mr. Speaker, this was a very wrenching
process for many in Israel, and the willingness
of the government of Israel—supported by a
majority of the people of Israel—to engage in
this withdrawal with all of its difficult emotional
strains speaks highly of that country’s willing-
ness to take steps for peace. The withdrawal
from Gaza should not be the last action taken
in this process, but it is unreasonable to ex-
pect that they will be able to take further ac-
tions in the absence of a showing by the Pal-
estinian Authority of its willingness and ability
to respond in kind to this disengagement.

The statement of the JCRC is a first-rate
statement of what should be done going for-
ward, and it is an appropriate expression of
support of a majority of the Jewish Community
of Greater Boston for a peace process that is
thoughtful, balanced and prudent. | ask that
this important statement be printed here.
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JEWISH COMMUNITY EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR
ISRAEL’S DISENGAGEMENT PLAN

July 19, 2005.

Nancy K. Kaufman, Executive Director and
Susan A. Calechman, President of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of Greater
Boston issued the following statement today
regarding Israel’s plans to disengage from
the Gaza Strip and communities in northern
Samaria.

“The JCRC fully supports Prime Minister
Sharon and the government of Israel as they
begin implementation of the Gaza disengage-
ment plan. Israel’s vigorous democracy is
taking bold and courageous risks in an effort
to protect her security and to renew the
process of resolving the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. We also support the Israeli govern-
ment’s effort to resolve the conflict through
a negotiated two-state solution as expressed
in the Road Map. Final borders and other
final status issues must be left to the parties
themselves to negotiate in a peace process
free from violence and the threat of violence.

Disengagement will only lead to a peaceful
outcome if there is a commitment on the
part of the Palestinian leadership to put an
end to terrorism. We call upon the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) to disarm the ter-
rorist groups and their infrastructure. This
includes removal of existing stockpiles of
weapons and preventing such stockpiles from
being rebuilt; preventing the smuggling of
weapons; closing of clandestine weapons
manufacturing and preventing attacks, espe-
cially during the engagement process. The
future of peace, and the stability of the PA
itself, is fully dependent on it taking this ac-
tion.

We recognize the profound sacrifices being
made by the families who are being relo-
cated, some after living in their homes for
nearly 30 years. The loss of their homes, syn-
agogues, farms, businesses and schools is an
immense sacrifice which should be recog-
nized with efforts made to bridge any gaps
that develop among Israelis as a result of
this effort.

We condemn the rhetoric of a tiny extrem-
ist fringe that promotes violence as a re-
sponse to policies undertaken by the demo-
cratically elected Israeli government. At the
same time, the rights of free speech and law-
ful dissent which are basic and indispensable
in a democratic society must be protected. It
is critically important that those with dif-
fering views of the peace process condemn
explicit hate speech, venomous language,
and threatening words. It is also important
that discussion among all the conflicting
viewpoints be created to promote an atmos-
phere in which differences can be expressed
with civility and respect.

We call the U.S. Government to continue
its work with Israeli and Palestinian leaders
to ensure that all commitments are met and
that a resolution to this conflict leads to a
secure peace for both sides.

———————

HONORING U.S. ARMY SPC. ALVIN
K. BEAN UPON HIS RECEIPT OF
THE ARMY COMMENDATION
MEDAL

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 7, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exemplary community service of
Alvin K. Bean, a resident of Chautauqua

County, Town of Panama, upon receiving the
Army Commendation Medal with valor device
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